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Middle East leaders in Investor Relations recognised at largest industry event in the region

21 September 2017, Dubai, UAE — The 9th Middle East Investor Relations Association (MEIRA) Awards
Ceremony honoured Investor Relations (IR) professionals and companies across the Middle East that
demonstrated outstanding performance in IR best practice and overall corporate governance on Wednesday
20th September in Dubai.

The Awards Ceremony was part of the 2017 MEIRA Annual Conference, the largest event dedicated to IR
in the region, which this year focused on accelerating efforts toward industry best practice. This year’s
conference ran under the theme: “The IR hyperloop: Driving Transformation to Unlock Tomorrow’s Value”
and examined the latest trends and developments in the industry.

The award categories included the top-performing IRO’s, leading Corporates, CEO’s, CFO’s in IR for the
Middle East region, leading corporates and professionals on a country level across the region, and
companies that demonstrated the best year-on-year improvement in IR practice overall, best annual report,
and best IR website.

The rigorous selection process is run every year with leading global benchmark assessors, including Extel,
MerchantCantos and Comprend, providing the leading standard for the region in industry recognition for
outstanding performance.

Commenting at the Awards Ceremony, Alex MacDonald Vitale, Chairman of MEIRA, said: "Each year,
we acknowledge our peers in the industry who have truly demonstrated leading excellence in IR practice
either at an individual or industry level. Through these awards, we have established a competitive
benchmark for professionals and organisations in the Middle East to further advance best practice in IR
across the region. It is very encouraging to see continuous improvement year-on- year, with an ever broader
cross-section of industry participants and winners represented in each of the categories”.

Through the Awards, Conference and other industry activities, MEIRA has demonstrated its commitment
to promoting best practice across the region over the past nine years, working with local authorities and
listed companies to foster a robust and transparent environment to attract and retain international
investment. At the Conference, MEIRA launched the Middle East IR Practitioners Survey report, in
partnership with recruitment specialists Hanson Search, which looked in detail at the role of IR in the
region today and career-related aspects for the profession of IR in the Middle East, including
compensation, team structure, reporting, gender parity and other KPI’s.

Winners of the 2017 MEIRA awards are:

Grand Prix - Leading Corporate for Investor Relations - Middle East
e Aldar Properties
Best Investor Relations by CEO - Middle East
e Hussein Abaza, Commercial International Bank (CIB)
Best Investor Relations by CFO - Middle East



} middle east

investor relations
association

o Greg Fewer, Aldar Properties
Best Investor Relations Website - Middle East

e ADCB
Best Annual Report - Middle East
e DP World

Leading Corporate for Investor Relations — Bahrain
e  Aluminium Bahrain (Alba)
Leading Corporate for Investor Relations — Egypt
e SODIC
Best Investor Relations Professional — Egypt
e Yasmine Hemeda, Commercial International Bank (CIB)
Leading Corporate for Investor Relations — Kuwait
¢ National Bank of Kuwait
Best Investor Relations Professional — Kuwait
e Amir Hanna, National Bank of Kuwait
Leading Corporate for Investor Relations - Levant
e Bank of Palestine
Best Investor Relations Professional - Levant
e Sana Sabra, Bank Audi
Leading Corporate for Investor Relations — Oman
o Omantel
Best Investor Relations Professional — Oman
e Srikanth Acharya, Omantel
Leading Corporate for Investor Relations — Qatar
e Ooredoo
Best Investor Relations Professional — Qatar
e Andreas Goldau, Ooredoo
Leading Corporate for Investor Relations - Saudi Arabia
e Almarai
Best Investor Relations Professional - Saudi Arabia
e Rayan AlKarawi, Zain KSA
Leading Corporate for Investor Relations — UAE
o FAB
Best Investor Relations Professional — UAE
e Chris Wilson, Aldar Properties
Best Improved Investor Relations Team — Blue-Chip
e Bank Dhofar
Best Improved Investor Relations Team — Large Cap
o Al Meera Consumer Goods
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- ENDS -

Notes to Editor

To learn more about the 9th Annual MEIRA Conference and Awards, explore our website, follow us
on Twitter or like our LinkedIn page.

For media enquiries, please contact Rusol Tamimi at Rusol.tamimi@hkstrategies.com.

For more information relating to events, membership, education, training, sponsorship or media
opportunities please contact:

Alicia Gallego Martinez

Marketing, Communications and Events Manager
pr@meira.me

+971557863307

All information is also published on www.meira.me or conference.meira.me.
About the Middle East Investor Relations Association

The Middle East Investor Relations Association (MEIRA or ‘the Association’) is an independent, non-
profit organisation dedicated to promoting the Investor Relations (IR) profession and international
standards in corporate governance. The mission of MEIRA is to enhance the reputation, efficiency and
attractiveness of the Middle East capital markets.

This is delivered by fostering increased dialogue among members and encouraging the IR community to
share the global benchmark in best practice within the field of IR. In partnership with stock exchanges,
regulators and other market participants, MEIRA supports companies through its professional development
and certification programmes as well as its membership community and network of country Chapters.
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